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ÂCommon misperceptions about their competence, 
dangerousness, tendency toward violence, and 
unpredictability (Angermeyer & Dietrich) 

ÂRecent survey found that 95% of Americans believe 
mentally ill people are violent, but it is actually rare for 
symptoms to result in violence towards others (Cherry) 

 

ÂOtherness 

Âò[m]entally ill people tend to be considered not just more 
or less of something than the rest of the population but 
ôother than,õ different in some puzzling, mystifying wayó 
(Caplan 24). 



ÂBarriers 

ÂCompromised medical, legal, social standing 
 

ÂStigma & stereotypes 

ÂUncontrollable, hopeless, dangerous, unfit for parenting 
or working, doomed to homelessness and poverty, 
untrustworthy 

 

ÂInternalized oppression 

ÂHope, self-esteem, empowerment, self-efficacy, overall 
quality of life, social support, and treatment adherence 
all suffer considerability for majority of patients who 
internalize stigma (Livingston & Boyd) 



ÂSimilarities 

ÂCalls for recognition of difference 
 

ÂPush for just accommodation 
 

ÂEliminating barriers to well-being, 
stereotypes, stigmas 
 

ÂSocial modeling (instead of extreme 
biomedical modeling) 
 

ÂObjections to unwarranted medical 
paternalism 
 

ÂéAnything else? 
 



ÂChallenges 

ÂMental illness always 
associated with suffering? 
 

ÂPhysical and psychiatric 

disability as fundamentally 

different? 
 

ÂMentalist/ableist attitudes on 

both sides? 
 

ÂéAnything else? 




